JUNE 


at the 


CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


JUNE MEETING 


DATE: Wednesday evening, June 18 
TIME: 8:00 p.m. (One showing only) 
PLACE: May Treat Morrison Auditorium 


SUBJECT: “RACE TO EXTINCTION” 


Readers of PACIFIC DISCOVERY are aware of 
the Academy’s interest in the Lacandon Indians of 
Mexico and Central America since, over the years, 
three separate articles have been devoted to them. 


“RACE TO EXTINCTION” is an anthropological 
study of these people who live near the ancient 
Mayan ruins and are believed to be direct descend- 
ants of this once great civilization. They have main- 
tained the purity of their race despite centuries of 
attempted colonization by the Spaniards. Their dis- 
tinctive hook-nosed profiles bear a dramatic re- 
semblance to the Mayan faces carved and painted on 
the temple walls. 

Through excessive inbreeding, many of the rela- 
tively few remaining are suffering serious disabilities 
and their numbers (fewer than three hundred) are 
steadily decreasing. 


The film begins with an exploration of the ancient 
Mayan cities and temples. It proceeds to the Lacan- 
dons and their ancient way of life. 


It is interesting though poignant to note that the 
Lacandons have been given a last purpose to fulfill. 
A group of scientists from the Nuclear Energy Com- 
mission of Mexico have approached them as a hu- 
man laboratory. They journeyed to their wilderness 
to experiment with and study this unique, dying race 
of people — the hope being to gain information 
which might some day halt the flight of the whole 
human race toward its demise. 

“RACE TO EXTINCTION” was produced by the 
British Broadcasting Company for television. There 
will be one showing only on a first-come first-served 
basis. Latecomers will be invited to enjoy the sky 
show in Morrison Planetarium. Your 1969 member- 
ship card is your admission. 


NOTE: Now that Cowell Hall is open, two en- 
trances only will be available on membership nights: 
(1) through the main entrance of Cowell Hall itself, 
and (2) through the Planetarium rear entrance off 
Middle Drive. The doors will not be open through 
North American Hall nor will those at the Steinhart 
Aquarium ramp. 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 

“STEERING BY THE STARS” continues in the 
Theatre of the Stars through June 22. Here is the 
fascinating story of celestial navigation — proving 
that you can get from here to there any place in the 
world by keeping your eyes on the heavens. 

Performances daily at 2:00 with evening shows 
Wednesday through Sunday at 8:30. Extra matinees 
at 3:30 on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. The 
Planetarium is closed on Monday and Tuesday 
nights. Admission, $1.00, with half-price for stu- 
dents (with student body card), armed services 
personnel, and children under 16. 

Coming June 26, our summer spectacular sky 
show: 

IMUAINRSS TRIP" 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 

“AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES: A Showcase 
of Unusual Adaptations” in Lovell White Hall of 
Man and Nature. Color photos and commentary by 
Dr. Nathan W. Cohen of the University of California 
at Berkeley. 

“A PICTORIAL LOOK AT THE ACADEMY’S 
EVOLUTION”, ground floor, Cowell Hall. A brief 
history in photographs of the ever-evolving progress 
of the West’s oldest scientific institution. 

... and of course, Cowell Hall with its dinosaur, 
its Dall sheep, its Alaska brown bear, its jadite and 
nephrite boulders, its Hall of Honor, and the Hoh- 
feld Hall of Space Science and its dramatic ‘Moon 
Theatre”. And there’s more to come! 


NEWS. and NOTES....:.. 


S uppenty, Cowell Hall belongs to history. 
On Friday, May 16, in brief ceremonies on the 
Grand Staircase adjacent the Music Concourse, the 
handsome new edifice was given to the people of 
San Francisco. E. Morris Cox, Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, made the presentation which was 
accepted by Mayor Joseph L. Alioto whereupon 
months upon months of inspiration, anticipation and 
hellish hard work reached their apogee. The crowds 
swarmed up the steps past the television and movie 
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cameras and into the great hall, and somehow that 
was that. 

But as is true in “Alice in Wonderland’s” caucus 
race, everybody wins and each man, woman and 
child who enjoys this new and beautiful addition 
should pay at least modest obeisance to the generous 


-Trustees of the S. H. Cowell Foundation, Max 


Thelen and I. W. Hellman, who made this boon 
possible. We are all deeply in their debt. 


Own May 16, the Science Council 
of the Academy was pleased to announce the pro- 
motion of Dr. William N. Eschmeyer from Assistant 
Curator of the Department of Ichthyology to Asso- 
ciate Curator and from Acting Chairman of the 
Department to Chairman. Dr. Eschmeyer has been 
on the staff of the Academy since June 1967. 


Tue JUNIOR ACADEMY announces a consider- 
ably expanded Summer Program for young scientists. 
Ten separate courses are being offered to those 10-15 
years of age. They are: Natural History of Cali- 
fornia, Physical Geology, Ornithology, Intertidal 
Invertebrates of Northern California, Entomology, 
Herpetology, Prehistoric Life, Diseases of Man, 
Aquatic Organisms, and Astronomy. Since each of 
the courses has certain separate prerequisites, inter- 
ested youngsters are encouraged to write for the 
Summer Program Catalog immediately. Address your 
inquiry to Ken Lucas, California Academy of Sci- 
ences, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco 94118. 
He may be reached by telephone at 221-5100. 

Young people over 16 are also invited to write for 
the catalog which contains specific information about 
summer activities designed for them in the Junior 


Academy. 
Registration starts Thursday June 19 and ends 
Saturday June 21 — ten-thirty in the morning to 


four-thirty in the afternoon. There are limitations on 
the size of all classes which makes registration on 
a first-come first-served basis. All courses will begin 
the week of June 23. 


RECENT SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS 
of the | 
CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


PROCEEDINGS: 

“Report on a Collection of Amphibians and Reptiles 
from Afghanistan’. Richard J. Clark, Erica D. Clark, 
Steven C. Anderson, and Alan E. Leviton. Vol. XXXVI, 
No. 10. April 10, 1969 .......... dis coteaties teemeabactecktatieees 75¢ 


“Observations on the Vizcaino Desert and Its Biota’. 
Ira L. Wiggins. Vol. XXXVI, No. 11. April 10, 1969....65¢ 


“A Late Pleistocene Marine Invertebrate Fauna from 
Bandon, Oregon”. Victor A. Zullo. Vol. XXXVI, No. 12. 
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“Sonar of Penguins and Fur Seals’. Thomas C. Poulter. 
Vol. XXXVI, No. 13, April 10, 1969. os... 0C 


“Sonar Discrimination Ability of the California Sea Lion, 
Zalophus californianus’. Thomas C. Poulter and Richard 


A. Jennings. Vol. XXXVI, No. 14. April 10, 1969. ....25¢ - 


"Osteology and Relationships of Characoid Fishes, Par- 
ticularly the Genera Hepsetus, Salminus, Hoplias, Cteno- 
Roberts, Vol. 
REELS 2iv6 


clucius, and Acestrorhynchus”. Tyson 
XXXVI, No. 15. April 18, 1969 0 


“& New Subspecies of Balanus tintinnabulum (Linnaeus, 
1758) (Ciirripedia, Thoracica) from Clipperton Island, 
Eastern Pacific’. Victor A. Zullo. Vol. XXXVI, No. 16, 
Apri TtB E90 G Discscce cs sect ecec clang adast{tdeqealssbashtodaps ste 25c 


“Pleistocene Invertebrates from Northwestern Baja Cali- 
fornia Del Norte, Mexico. James W. Valentine and 
Robert R. Rowland. Vol. XXXVI, No. 17. April 18, 


"Polydora narica, New Species, and Pseudopolydora 
californica, New Subspecies, Two New Spionids (An- 
nelida: Polychaeta) from Central California. William J. 
Light. Vol. XXXVI, No. 18. April 18, 1969 ................50¢ 


"The Shore Flies of the Genus Canaceoides Cresson 
(Diptera: Canaceidae)’”, Willis W. Wirth. Vol. XXXVI, 
ys Foyt 228 plite ava pul dsb ah besances: npebyemek hep me ger eer bree bes rom te 50¢ 


“Nlew Species and Records of Galapagos Diptera’. 


Willis W. Wirth. Vol. XXXVI, No. 20. May 7, 1969. ..50¢_ 


T napvertentLy, a portion of the list of 
new members was left out of a recent NEWSLET- 
TER for which we apologize. Notification of their 
valued membership is made herewith: 


Family Members 


Mr. Richard S. Bagwell 
Mr. C, H. F. Beach 

Misses Alice & Helen Burton 
Mr. & Mrs, Fred Canale 
Mr. John N. Dayton 

Mr. & Mrs. Al Drake 

Mr. Ralph O. Fox 

Dr. Robert Hanscom 

Mr. & Mrs. Darryl Hamson 
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin J. Hicks 
Mr. Fred Huth 

Dr, & Mrs. Otto W. Keller 


Mr. & Mrs. James R. Kenyon 
Mr. Gene C. Krummel 

Mr. Stuart Leeb 

Mr. & Mrs, Sydney Lorvan 
Mr. William S. Mailliard, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin W. Morgan 
Mr. & rs. Lloyd E. Murphy 
Mr. F. H. Rodenbaugh 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis S. Sanfilippo 
Mr. & Mrs. R. N. Schweitzer 
Mr. & Mrs. C. J. Taylor 

Mr. A. R. Vallarino 


Mr. & Mrs. Russell E. Wallace 


Contributing Members 


Mr. Joseph R, Mixer 


Mr. William E. McDonnell 


Life Member 


Miss Diane Kipp 


NEW MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMY 


Regular Members 


Mr, Bruce Allison 

Mr. William B. Bradford 
Mr. Alberto R. Cisneros 
Mrs. Roland C. Foerster 
Mr. Stephen R, Furman 
Mr, Tom Hanna 

Mrs. William C. Kuehne 


Mr. Jordan C. Landis 
Marine Imports, Inc. 

Miss Ann Marie Mitchell 
Dr, Richard A. Peck 

Mr. John W. Riddell 

Mrs. Jean Schroth 

Miss Charlotte Spaltenholz 


Mr. Larry L. Vaughn 


Family Members 


Mr. & Mrs. Donald Caudron 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert A. Collinet 
Mr. Martimer Fleishhacker, III 
Miss Charlynne F. Galousin 
Mr. Cesare A. Galtieri 

Mr, & Mrs. Dario Ghiorso 
Miss Helen A. Grant 

Mr. Newton K. Gregg 

Mr. & Mrs. Milton Johnson 


Mr. Stanley D. Krasnobrod 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Lorenzo 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank P. Massoglia 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Merrill, Jr, 
Mrs. Elizabeth O'Neill 

Mr. Val Paussa 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond K. Pierce 
Mr. William H. Quayle 

Mr. James A, Taylor 


Contributing Member 
Mr. Edwin H. Blackburn 


THE CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
GOLDEN GATE PARK + SAN FRANCISCO 94118 


Open every day of the year 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


Admission Free 
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